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INTRODUCTION

This edition of the long-standing informative Fasco
Facts booklet has been prepared by Fasco Distributing
Company as a helpful guide for the motor replacement
serviceman. The goal of this booklet is to provide a bet-
ter working knowledge of electric motors and related
disciplines. Being better informed provides a better
foundation for successful motor and blower replacement.

We encourage every service person to take basic pre-
cautions for their own safety as well as their customers
when installing or servicing motors. Power to the
equipment must be disconnected while the unit is being
serviced and all electric motors should be grounded.
The National Electrical Code and local electrical and
safety regulations should be followed at all times.

Keep in mind that even though this booklet provides an
abundance of information, there is much more infor-
mation available on motors from other sources such as
your local library. Depending on how much you wish
to learn about motors, the library can be an invaluable
source for the extended information. The only question
is how much do you want to learn? Have fun.

There are several types of fractional horsepower
motors. Each type performs certain jobs better than
the other types. The characteristics of a motor
designed to move air are completely different than
those of a motor used to drive a grinder, a pump, or
even a belt-driven application.

Fasco manufactures Permanent-Split Capacitor and
Shaded-Pole motors. These motors are normally used
with a fan blade or a blower wheel to move air. They
are used in applications associated with heating, air
conditioning, refrigeration, and ventilation.
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POWER SUPPLIES

Voltages that power motors are either alternating current
(AC) or direct current (DC). Direct current provides a
current flow in only one direction. It is derived from the
alternating current. The alternating current simply is elec-
tronically routed to pass through a load in only one direc-
tion. Direct current is commonly used in applications that
require adjustable speed as in production line conveyors.
The properties of DC motors combined with the ease at
which direct current voltage can be created and adjusted
makes this type of drive system very popular. Alternating
current on the other hand provides current that flows in a
forward and reverse action. It does this 60 times per sec-
ond in the case of 60 hertz power. This power is either
single phase or 3 phase. Some common voltages used for
motors are shown below.

Single Phase Voltages 3 Phase Voltages
115 208
208 230
230 460
240 480
460
480

The flow of electric current can be compared to water
flowing through a hose. Voltage is the measure of electric
force in the power supply as the water pressure is the
hydraulic force in the hose.

The replacement and original motor voltages must be
identical. That is, 115 volts to 115 volts, 230 volts to 230
volts, etc. There is a voltage tolerance of +/- 10%, so a
230 volt motor will operate satisfactorily on a 208 volt
application and vice versa.

- Some older motors will be stamped 220 volts. In this
instance, either a 208 or 230 volt motor can be substituted.

- Oil and gas furnace direct drive blower motors are
usually 115 volts.

- Electric furnace direct drive blower motors are usually
230 volts.

- Condenser fan motors for residential air conditioning
units can be 208, 230, 277, or 460 volts.



FREQUENCY

The frequency rating of a power supply determines in part
the speed at which the motor will run. Frequency controls
the RPM of the rotating magnetic field which is what the
rotor follows. The formula for calculating motor RPM is:
RPM = (120)(Frequency)/Number of poles in the motor.
Note, 120 is a constant value.

MOTOR TYPES

The most commonly encountered air-moving motors are
Permanent-Split Capacitor and Shaded-Pole types. On the
outside, these two motor types look very much alike.
Sometimes, it may be necessary to disassemble the motor
to be replaced to properly identify its type. This is easily
accomplished by removing the thru bolts or clips, and tap-
ping the end shields off of the motor shell.

SHADED-POLE (SP)

FACT Used where low cost and low
starting torques are required. They are used
to drive blowers, bathroom ventilators,
range hoods, attic ventilators, down draft
blowers, fan coils, etc.

FACT A Shaded-Pole motor can be rec-
ognized by the readily identifiable individ-
ual stator coil windings and the single cop-
per band (shaded coil) formed around one

side of each stator pole.

FACT sShaded-Pole motors rotate toward
the shading band.

CAPACITOR START

FACT a higher starting torque motor
than the split phase motor. It is constructed
similar to the split phase motor. The key
exception is that the capacitor start motor
has a capacitor in series with the start wind-
ing to increase the start torque. The capaci-
tor is usually visible and mounted on motor
frame. Used in hard-to-start applications
such as compressors and pumps.
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MOTOR TYPES (continued)

PERMANENT-SPLIT
CAPACITOR (PSC)

FACT Used where higher starting
torques are needed than what a shaded-pole
motor will provide. They are also used
where higher efficiency motors are
required. Due to their efficiency, they have
become the motor of choice versus a shad-
ed-pole design. They are used to drive
blowers and all the other air-moving appli-
cations where shaded-pole motors are
found. They also are manufactured in high-
er horsepower ratings than what can be
found in shaded-pole designs. Therefore,
they get used in heavier duty applications
such as outside condensers.

FACT A PSC motor can usually be rec-
ognized by the capacitor that is connected
to it. Also, between the main pole wind-
ings in the motor, there are pole windings
of finer wire. This is the auxiliary winding.

SPLIT PHASE

FACT Higher starting torque motors than
a PSC. Suitable for belt drive furnace
blowers and belt drive ventilators. They are
more efficient than Shaded-Pole motors but
not as efficient as a PSC motor. These
motors have more defined RPM ratings.
They are usually rated at 3450, 1725, and
1140. They are not constructed to provide
the wide-range of multi-speeds as seen in
shaded-pole and PSC motors. Multi-speed
split phase motors are commonly built using
separate windings to provide other speeds.
This assures the speed sensitive start switch
will operate correctly in the motor.

THREE PHASE

The most efficient general purpose motor.
They are used in industrial or large com-
mercial applications where three phase
power is available.




MOTOR FRAMES

A motor frame type is a designation that a manufacturer
assigns to a motor to describe certain construction parame-
ters the motor will be built to meet. Any motors labeled
with a common frame type will be built with a similar set
of parameters such as motor diameter. A frame type will
mandate that a motor meet certain design parameters. For
example, in the case of integral horsepower motors, manu-
facturers typically adhere to the National Electrical
Manufacturers Association (NEMA) standards. These stan-
dards chart out many design parameters such as what size
shaft the motor must have or how the holes in the mounting
base will be spaced apart. Motors that are not built to
NEMA specifications, as in the case with the majority of air-
moving fractional horsepower motors, are designed to
frame types that the manufacturers create. These frames
usually control fewer parameters as compared to NEMA
types since so many of the subfractional motors have cus-
tom features. Fasco frame types are listed below.

Fasco frame type Motor diameter
C-frame not applicable
3.3" 3.3"
38 frame 4.4"
42 frame 5.0"or 5.1"
48 frame 5.625"




MOTOR ENCLOSURES

The following are the typical enclosures used in Fasco motors.

SHAFT UP

FACT This style has venting holes in the
end shield on the shaft end. It will also have
vent holes in the outer shell. These holes on
the outer shell may either go around half of
the motor’s circumference or completely
around it. This motor is generally used in
applications where the motor is mounted
vertically with the shaft pointing up. It can
be used in horizontal applications as long as
the particular model has outer shell holes
only halfway around the circumference so
they can be positioned beneath the motor.
This will prevent rain from entering. The
fan blade is mounted to the motor and usual-
ly blows air away from the shaft end. This
air flow is vital to the motor as this is what
cools it.

SHAFT DOWN

FACT This style has venting holes in the
end shield on the shaft end. It will also have
vent holes in the outer shell. These holes on
the outer shell may either go around half of
the motor’s circumference or completely
around it. This motor is generally used in
applications where the motor is mounted ver-
tically with the shaft pointing down. It can
be used in horizontal applications as long as
the particular model has outer shell holes
only halfway around so they can be posi-
tioned beneath the motor. This will prevent
rain from entering. The fan blade is mounted
to the motor and usually blows air toward the
shaft end. This air flow is vital to the motor
as this is what cools it.




TOTALLY ENCLOSED
NON VENTED (TENV)

FACT This style has no venting holes in
the end shields or the motor shell. This
motor is used in applications where the
motor is mounted either vertically or hori-
zontally. It will cool itself in the same man-
ner as the two other styles mentioned above.
It relies on the fan blade to blow air over it.

MAXIMUM VENTILATION

FACT These style motors have ventila-
tion holes around the outer shell of the
motor as well as vented end shields. This
design allows air to circulate freely over the
winding. Care must be taken not to allow
rain water to enter these motors. Some of
these have only half of the perimeter vented
to allow a horizontal mounting while pro-
tecting the windings from rain.

TOTALLY ENCLOSED
FAN COOLED

FACT This motor has no vent holes in
the end shields or outer shell. Cooling is
accomplished by the use of an outside fan
blade mounted to an extended motor rear
shaft. The blade has a cover that directs its
air over the shell of the motor.

OPEN DRIP-PROOF

FACT This motor is self-cooling since it
has an internal cooling fan. It has vent holes
in the end shields and the outer shell in a
limited amount. This prevents water from
dripping or rain from entering the motor.



MOTOR BEARINGS

The motor bearing allows the motor to turn freely while it
supports the shaft, the rotor, and the load such as a fan
blade, blower wheel, or pulley.

The most common bearings used in small FHP electric
motors are sleeve bearings. For loads below 1/5 horsepow-
er, these bearings are usually self-aligning. For loads above
1/5 horsepower, the bearings are usually babbitt-lined, steel-
backed sleeve bearings, pressed into the end shield.

FACT A unit bearing is a single sleeve extending into and
supporting the rotor/shaft assembly. They are limited to use in
low horsepower motors where light load capacity is required.
They are popular in commercial refrigeration evaporators.

FACT Self-aligning spherical bearings are quiet, inexpensive
and have a long-life capability. They are generally used on
motors that have diameters less than 5". They are designed for
relatively light loads. These bearings are made of sintered bronze
or iron. They are spherical shaped and sit in cups formed in the
motor end shields. They are held in the cups using retainers.

FACT Ball bearings are made with hardened steel balls, held
in place between grooved inner and outer steel races. Ball bear-
ings are used when heavy radial (side) thrust loads are encoun-
tered such as a belt driven application. They are also used where
the bearings must endure high temperature due to ambient or heat
conducted along the shaft. They are noisier than sleeve bearings.
Therefore, they are rarely used for residential applications. They
are also used in applications where the RPM can fall well below
500 RPM. Sleeve bearings can actually lose their oil because it
will actually seep out of between the shaft and bearing when a
shaft spins very slow.

FACT Babbitt-lined, steel-backed sleeve bearings are quiet,
long life bearings capable of operating heavier direct drive air-
moving loads. They are most frequently used in motors with
diameters exceeding 5". These bearings are pressed into die-cast
aluminum end shields. Due to the solid contact with the end
shield, they dissipate heat better than self-aligning bearings. At
speeds below 500 RPM, oil can seep out of between the shaft and
bearing causing severe loss of lubricant. At speeds higher than
approximately 500 RPM, the oil will be returned to the wicking
where it again will be circulated through the system. This slow
speed condition is usually caused by what is known as wind-
milling. Windmilling is a situation where, for example, a ware-
house side wall ventilator, while shut off, slowly spins due to
outside wind blowing through it.
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FACT You can substitute ball bearing motors for sleeve-bear-
ing motors if noise is not a concern. However, if the defective
motor is of the ball bearing type, you should use a ball bearing
motor as a replacement.

FACT Sleeve bearings, under normal operating conditions,
will last as long or longer than ball bearings.

FACT Bearing temperatures are a major factor in determining
the useful life of a motor. The following are some typical expect-
ed life hours at various bearing temperatures.

See Chart Below.
Sleeve Bearing
Bearing Temperature Expected Motor Life
(single oiling)
104°F 40°C 100,000 hrs.
120°F 49°C 50,000 hrs.
140°F 60°C 40,000 hrs.
160°F 71°C 30,000 hrs.
180°F 82°C 20,000 hrs.
Ball Bearing
Bearing Temperature Expected Motor Life
104°F 40°C 80,000 hrs.
120°F 49°C 40,000 hrs.
140°F 60°C 20,000 hrs.
160°F 71°C 10,000 hrs.
180°F 82°C 6,000 hrs.
200°F 94°C 4,000 hrs.
212°F 100°C 3,000 hrs.
NOTE:

* Do not substitute ball bearing motors for sleeve-bearing
motors if noise will be a problem.

« Ball bearing motors in the Fasco catalog have a dot after the
model number.

» Use ball bearing motors in high temperature applications.

* [f the fan will windmill, use a ball bearing motor.
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THERMAL PROTECTORS

Thermal protectors (overloads) protect the motor’s insulat-
ing materials from excessive heat. Examples of these
materials are winding varnish, slot liners, and lead wire
insulation. Overloads have bi-metallic strips with contacts
on them that act like an on/off switch in the motor. The
strips ‘feel’ the amount of heat present in the motor. When
the heat is excessive, as in the case with an overloaded
motor, the strips will bend and open the circuit to the
motor. The overloads sense this heat in one of two ways.
They either get placed right on the winding to sense the
heat directly or they get mounted remotely in the motor’s
conduit box, for example. In a conduit box the overload
has an extra component called an internal heating element.
This element will create its own heat in the overload since
it is not on the winding.

Some common types are described below.

Auto reset overload - This will automatically re-energize
the motor after the motor cools down.

Manual reset - This will normally have a reset button that
needs to be manually pressed to re-energize the motor.

One shot - This type will not reset. The motor will need
to be replaced.

Impedance - This provides protection by way of the
motor’s inherent design which prohibits it from being able
to generate excessive heat.

FACT oOverload protection is a requirement of Underwriter’s
Laboratories (UL). The actual operation of an overload is intend-
ed to protect the motor winding from overheating.

FACT All Fasco motors are manufactured to an exact insula-
tion specification and include some kind of inherent or built-in
protection against overheating. The insulation system defines
maximum allowable winding temperatures. The thermal protec-
tion is calibrated to the winding temperature to detect overload
conditions.

FACT Be sure to disconnect the motor from the line before

servicing, as the motor can suddenly re-start as it reaches the
temperature needed for the overload to reset.
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FACT “Trip and reset’ cycling of the thermal protection is one
of the most common application problems for both PSC and
Shaded-Pole motors. It generally indicates overheating of the
motor due to misapplication. It is rare to have a defective pro-
tector. Usually, one of the following conditions exists:

1. Motor is overloaded - ampere draw will be 10% or more
greater than the nameplated amps.

2. Motor is underloaded - ampere draw will be 25% less than
nameplate.

3. A defective or wrong size capacitor is being used.

FACT Replacement motor has less ventilation than the origi-
nal motor. Less motor ventilation can cause the motor to trip on
the overload but it can take considerable time to reach this point.
A high ambient temperature and/or exposure to sun are a couple
of reasons the trip time can be shortened.

FACT Condition one and two from above can be confirmed
by checking the ampere draw of the motor using an ammeter.
Condition three’s defective or wrong size capacitor will cause a
motor to act as if it is overloaded. It will run slow, hot, and
draw more than nameplate amps. If all else checks out OK, con-
dition four suggests the application receive a motor with similar
ventilation as the original.

FACT Cycling on overload is probably a misapplied motor.
Current draw should not vary from the nameplate amps by more
than 10% or less than 25%.

FACT Do not by-pass (jump) thermal protectors to eliminate
nuisance trips. Check the application.

FACT An overloaded motor always runs hot, slow, and draws
more than nameplate amps. Reading the motor current draw
with an amp meter is the most accurate method of identifying an
incorrect replacement.
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LUBRICATION

There are two types of lubricating systems for FHP motors
in common use today: Wool Felt and Permawick.

FACT Wool Felt: The felt is saturated with a specific amount
of oil and is fitted around the bearing. This was the system
originally used in all small motors and has good oil retention
characteristics.

FACT pPermawick: A blend of cellulose fiber and turbine oil -
it has the appearance of oil-soaked sawdust and has the advantage
of holding 30% more lubricant than the wool felt system. This is
the material used in all Fasco motor bearing systems.

FACT For routine maintenance and improved bearing life
expectancy, a few drops of non detergent “twenty weight” oil
can be added every 12 months.

FACT oil provides a cushion, or layer between motor shaft
and bearing ID. Theoretically, the shaft and bearing do not touch.
When the oil supply fails, metal to metal contact quickly causes
bearing wear, bearing noise develops, or the shaft locks.

FACT High operating temperatures for a motor will result in

oil oxidation and evaporation causing eventual seizing between
the bearing surface and the shaft. This frequently occurs when

the motor is started after several months of not being in use. A

few drops of oil at the beginning of the heating or air condition-
ing season is helpful.

FACT A ball bearing uses special greases as the lubricant. The
bearing may be sealed against contaminates, therefore, ball bear-
ings are also commonly found in applications where duty
requirements or extreme temperatures make re-lubrication
impractical.

FACT The addition of a few drops of oil to the lubricating
system at the beginning of the heating or air conditioning season
is helpful.



CAPACITORS

All PSC motors are designed to be used with an external
capacitor. This capacitor operates in the circuit continuously.
It is commonly referred to as a run capacitor. The most
common capacitor for fan/blower motors is 5 Mfd., 370
volt. However, other ratings will also be used depending
on the model.

FACT a capacitor is a :

device capable of storing and i
releasing an electric charge. "
FACT Always discharge a . Iii l

capacitor before removing it
from an installation.

FACT The capacitor used with a capacitor start motor is called
a start capacitor because it is used only while the motor is starting.

FACT The capacitor rating is printed on the capacitor itself,
the motor nameplate or the system wiring diagram. You must
know this rating to properly choose the replacement capacitor.

FACT Capacitors are rated by both capacity (2 Mfd, 5 Mfd.,
etc.) and voltage (370 volt, 440 volt, etc.). The rated capacitor
size should not be changed, since the motor operates at maximum
efficiency when using the specified capacitor size. If necessary,
the replacement capacitor voltage rating can be higher than speci-
fied, buy not lower without impairing capacitor life.

FACT Capacitors can be hooked up in parallel to increase
capacity. For example, two 5 Mfd., 370 volt capacitors connect-
ed in parallel are the equivalent of a 10 Mfd., 370 volt capacitor.
See illustration below.

5 mfd 5 mfd
10 mfd ~— L] ]
.y [
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CAPACITORS (continued)

FACT Capacitor life is about 60,000 hours. Continuous
operation, at rated voltage and maximum case temperature of 70
degrees C(158 degrees F). All Fasco PSC motor nameplates
include a wiring diagram, and normally the capacitor is connect-
ed to the two brown leads.

FACT Replace the capacitor when replacing a defective motor.
If a defective capacitor is in the circuit the motor probably will
not run. If it does run, it will operate as if overloaded. The
motor speed will be low, and it will overheat and probably trip
the overload protector.

CAUTION

A high-quality capacitor can hold a charge
for long periods of time. To prevent a
painful shock, the capacitor should be

discharged before its removal.

FACT There are three safe ways to test capacitors in the field.
1. Replace the old capacitor with a new one.

2. A capacitor tester can be used. Needs to provide readings in
microfarads.

3. An ohmmeter can be used. If the capacitor is taking a charge,
it will swing the ohmmeter needle toward “0”” ohms and hold
at that point then slowly deflect. It deflects since the battery
in the meter will begin to charge the capacitor. If it is open
circuited, the needle will not move off infinity.

FACT Always check the capacitor before replacing a PSC motor.

FACT A motor with a shorted capacitor can still start and run,
but will operate as if seriously overloaded.

FACT Thisisa quick tip for distributors who bench test
motors before handing them over to customers. When finishing
your test, be sure to discharge the capacitor with an appropriate
resister such as a 15 Kohm 2 watt resister. Depending how the
motor leads are connected, it may be such that it discharges
through the windings when the motor is de-energized.
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Series connection:

If, for example, two 5 Mfd., 370 VAC capacitors are wired in
series, the following formula will show equivalent capacitance
and voltage rating they produce when connected this way.

Mfd. = 1/ (1/Capacitor one) + (1/Capacitor two)
=1/(1/5+1/5)
= 2.5 Mfd.

The two 370 VAC capacitor ratings add together in a series con-
nection giving 740 VAC total capability.

Parallel connection:
If the two capacitors are wired in parallel the following formula
will show the Mfd. result.
Mfd. = Capacitor one + Capacitor two
=5+5
=10 Mfd.

In a parallel connection, the two 370 VAC capacitor ratings do
not add together, so the total capability is still 370 VAC.

CONDENSATION AND

DRAIN PLUGS

FACT Differences between daytime and nighttime tempera-
tures can create condensate in totally enclosed motors. A drain
hole should be at the lowest point in the motor to permit the
condensate water to exit.

FACT Certain Fasco motors are designed to be used in out-
side applications as with condensers, for example. Motors used
in these condensers may be totally enclosed non-vented. When
replacing these motors with Fasco motors, be sure to pull the
blue condensation plug on the Fasco motor, on the end that will
point down. By pulling the drain plug, the condensation that
builds up in the motor can drain properly.

FACT Remember that Fasco has two colors of plugs on the

motors. The blue plugs are condensation drain plugs and the
yellow plugs are for re-oiling.
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MOTOR STACKS
AND WINDINGS

FACT A motor of the same diameter and stack can be substi-
tuted when neither the HP or ampere rating of the defective
motor is known. The stack of a motor is the width of the stator
iron laminations. This is a very rough measurement to be used
as a last resort in selecting a replacement motor.

FACT The reason a stator is made of individual laminations is
basically to reduce the electrical losses due to circulating cur-
rents that occur in the iron. These are called eddy currents.
These are caused by the magnetic flux created by the windings.
Laminating this core greatly reduces these losses.

FACT Most open circuits in the windings resulting from
defects in the motor windings occur within the first two hours of
operation. This is the time required to reach maximum tempera-
ture rise. Most short circuits in windings occur if the motor
windings are wet when the motor is operating or if lightning
strikes. Usually shorts are not a result of motor overheating,
since the motor is thermally protected.

FACT Why are there

different size wire and dif-
ferent number of turns in
windings? Because the ROTATION COIL
torque output of a motor = WINDING
depends on the strength of SHADING
the magnetic fields created BAND

by the poles in the stator. STATOR
The stator’s size of wire, POLE
number of turns, and stack
height determine the
strength of these magnetic
fields.

INSIDE
FACT The number of COIL
similar coils visible in the | OUTSIDE’
stator winding equals the COIL
number of poles. STATOR
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MOTOR EFFICIENCY

Efficiency of a motor is a measurement of the useful work
performed by the motor versus the energy it consumes.
The input power in watts is the product of the voltage
times amps times the electrical efficiency. The power it
puts out is done through the spinning motor shaft. The
output power in watts is the input watts times the mechanical
efficiency. The ratio of input to output is the motor effi-
ciency. For example, a motor with 100 watts input and an
output of 50 watts is 50% efficient. The watts lost are heat
which needs to be dissipated from the motor.

FACT A Shaded-Pole motor is the least efficient design. Itis
approximately half as efficient as a PSC motor. A Shaded-Pole
motor draws about twice the amps of a PSC motor of the same
horsepower. For example, if a Shaded-Pole motor consumes 300
watts and is only 35% efficient, its work output would be only
165 watts but it is less costly than the PSC design.

FACT When replacing motors, it is best to match motor type. A
PSC motor can be used to replace a Shaded-Pole motor; however,
the reverse is not true. The PSC motor will be twice as efficient as
the Shaded-Pole motor and draw about half the amps. The greater
efficiency of the Permanent-Split Capacitor motor permits lower
operating costs and lower temperature rise. Replacing a Permanent-
Split Capacitor motor with a Shaded-Pole motor is not recommended.
Increased ampere draw could cause the line fuse to trip.

FACT Multi-speed motors are less efficient than single-speed
motors due to space limitations for the windings.

FACT An overloaded motor is one that is too weak for the job.
Its speed will be low, its amperage draw is more than 10% above
the nameplate rating, and it will have increased heat rise. Its
motor life will be reduced.

FACT An underloaded motor is one too strong for the job.
Using too strong a motor for a replacement is evident when its
amperage draw is 25% less than the nameplate reading. Using a
motor with excessive horsepower can also cause increased heat
rise due to decreased efficiency. Over motoring an application
increases RPM very little. In most cases RPM for a six pole
motor designed to operate at 1075 would only increase by 50
RPM if the motor’s power was doubled.

FACT Some energy-efficient motors will have matching
horsepower but lower amps.
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EPOWER

FACT When a motor is to be replaced, select a motor with
adequate power output. Horsepower is the usual measurement of
power output. This rating is normally stamped on the nameplate.
Motors with horsepower ratings below one horsepower are called
fractional horsepower motors.

FACT Horsepower requirements vary as the cube of the speed
in air moving applications. In other words, replacing a six pole
motor with a four pole requires the four pole motor to have more
than three times greater horsepower.

FACT when replacing motors, the horsepower of the defective
and the replacement motor should be the same. In motors rated
below 1/4 HP, or when the HP rating is not available, matching
the current rating is a satisfactory procedure. Do not use a
replacement motor whose nameplate ampere rating is less than
the defective motor. The replacement motor may have nameplate
amps 25% greater than the nameplate amps of the defective
motor. Some newer designs may have lower amps per HP rating
if they are very efficient.

FACT 1tis possible to match horsepower ratings by measuring
the stack width of the stator laminations in the defective motor
and then use a replacement motor with the same stack.

FACT Replacement by the use of a larger horsepower may
cause the motor to be underloaded. It could eventually overheat
and cause overload trips. The actual ampere reading will be
below the full load amp rating on the nameplate.

FACT Do not replace a general purpose motor with a service fac-
tor, with a special purpose motor that does not have a service factor.
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LOAD FACTOR

Load Factor describes how much extra horsepower is built
into a particular motor at its nameplate RPM that is
beyond its nameplate HP rating. It is the ratio of tested
horsepower to nameplate horsepower. The following is a
more detailed explanation.

Load Factor is arrived at by the following sample calcula-
tions. For example:

A stock condenser fan motor has a nameplate rating of 1/4
HP (0.25 HP) and 1075 RPM. If we test the motor on a
dynamometer, we find that the torque produced at 1075 is
19.05 in. lbs.

We next calculate the horsepower using the test data.

We find,

HP=Nx T/K
= (1075 x 19.05)/63025
=(0.325 HP

This is almost 1/3 HP!
Now to calculate the Load Factor, we simply divide the
ratio of tested horsepower to nameplate horsepower.
Load Factor = 0.325/0.25

=13
The Fasco catalog would show a Load Factor of 1.3 in
the chart.

Load Factor should not be confused with the common
motor term called Service Factor. Service Factor pertains
to self-cooled motors, such as the ones designed in accor-
dance to NEMA. Service Factor is the percentage over
nameplate horsepower that a particular motor can be oper-
ated at while being sufficiently self-cooled. For example, a
1.3 rating relates to a 30% reserve in horsepower that can
be drawn on if needed. This is useful when intermittent
overloads will be encountered.

Fasco motors designed with a Load Factor provide value to
your customers since you are promoting a motor with extra
margin to handle tough applications. A tough application,
for example, is where an OEM used a marginally designed
motor with just enough horsepower to get by. By selling a
Fasco replacement with a Load Factor, you can promote the
installation of a motor better suited for the job.
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MECHANICAL
CHARACTERISTICS

When replacing motors, important mechanical features
must be identified. The replacement motor should be
about the same diameter and length as the replaced motor,
so it can be installed in the existing mount. This section
will discuss the problems encountered in motor mount-
ings and some solutions to these problems.

FACT The most common motor diameters the service person
will encounter are 3-1/3", 4-7/16", 5", and 5-5/8".

FACT Motor shaft dimensions must match in diameter and
length. All Fasco distributor models that are not direct OEM
replacements have long shafts so they can be cut to length. The
OEM direct replacement models have shafts cut to the exact
OEM length, so those shafts may be shorter than the models in
the general line.

FACT When modifying a motor shaft, make certain the shaft
is tightly held in a vise to avoid stress on the motor bearings.

FACT when cutting a shaft to length, it is extremely impor-
tant to prevent steel filings and/or shavings from entering the
motor.

FACT Make sure no metal burrs are left on the shaft after it
is cut. If these are not removed, it may be difficult to fit the fan
blade or wheel onto the shaft.

NOTE: Always wear safety glasses while modifying a
shaft to protect your eyes from sharp metal filings.

FACT If the motor to be replaced has a different shaft diame-
ter than the replacing motor, Fasco shaft
bushings can sometimes be used. e

The most commonly available sizes are:
1/4" 1D x 5/6" OD /
5/16" ID x 3/8" OD
3/8"ID x 1/2" OD 1/2" 1D x 5/8" OD

FACT There are a few common ways contractors shorten
motors through bolts when it is necessary to properly install a
motor. Whether they snap them off with a hollow nut driver or
cut them off with small bolt cutters, it is always good to first spin
on an extra nut all the way down to the face of the motor. After
the bolt is shortened, the nut should be unscrewed off the through
bolt. Taking the nut off will reshape the starting thread which
usually gets damaged when the bolt is cut or broken off. This
makes it much easier to start the nuts when the motor is mounted.
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OR SPEED

The base speed of a motor is determined by the number of
poles. The number of wound coils in the motor equals the
number of poles.

FACT Multi-speed motors will only indicate speed variations
when loaded. When run without a load, all speeds will be virtu-
ally the same.

FACT PSC motors require auxiliary windings. These get posi-
tioned between the main windings, only the main windings
should be counted for the speed calculation.

FACT 1tis important that a six pole motor be replaced with a
six pole motor, a four pole be replaced by a four pole and so on,
for two reasons.

FACT Replacing a four pole motor (1400 to 1650 RPM) with
a lower speed six pole motor (900 to 1150 RPM) results in
reduced air delivery and greatly reduced system efficiency can be
enough to automatically shut down the system.

FACT ifasix pole motor is replaced with a four pole as in a
condenser, the motor will be seriously overloaded, causing
cycling on the motor’s overload protector.

FACT Modern multi-speed motors are really not multi-speed,
but multi-horsepower. The speeds are simply taps at different
points in the coil. The higher speeds are tapped at a point with
fewer turns as compared to where the subsequent speeds are
tapped in the same coil. The more turns that are wound before a
tap is brought out, the lower the horsepower will be each time.
Obviously, the lowest speed lead is connected to the end of the
last turn on the coil. These added turns weaken the motor. This
field weakening allows the load to slow the motor down each
time a slower speed is selected. With no loa